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Infectious Diseases 
Donald Armstrong, MD* 
The International Society for Infectious Disease (ISID), 
in 1994, met in Prague, convening 5000 members to dis- 
cuss infectious diseases, concentrating on those having 
worldwide impact. The Council discussed once again the 
potential benefits of a journal for the members of the 
Society and others interested in international health and 
infectious diseases. It was decided that the time was 
appropriate; a Publications Committee was established 
and a mission statement was written and presented at 
the business meeting and published in the Newsletter. 
The committee’s statement follows. 
SOCIETY TO LAUNCH INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL 
After 10 years of activities geared mostly toward its bi- 
ennial international congresses, the ISID has reached a 
point at which it is able to expand its efforts in the fight 
against infectious diseases. The ISID Fellowship Program 
is well underway, with four successful collaborative pro- 
jects funded to date. The Strategic Planning Committee 
has defined new goals and programs for the Society and 
is currently reviewing several proposals for the control 
and cost-effective management of infectious diseases in 
the developing world. 
The next logical step is to provide a vehicle that will 
facilitate and promote communication among infectious 
disease workers around the globe. To this end, the Society 
is pleased to announce the creation of the International 
Journal of Infectious Diseases (JID). 
The Need for Enhanced Communication 
First and foremost, the IJD will provide an intellectual 
link among ISID members, serving as an extension of the 
substantive exchange of information and ideas that takes 
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place at the biennial congresses and at regional meet- 
ings. Increases in international travel and immigration/ 
emigration, in the international exchange of foodstuff, 
and in antibiotic resistance mean that infectious diseases 
are no longer problems restricted to isolated areas of the 
world. The impact of environmental changes, social con- 
ditions, and political situations on the spread, surveil- 
lance, and control of infectious diseases is an issue for 
both developed and developing nations. Thus, the link- 
ing of these nations through training, educational 
exchange, technology transfer, and joint research pro- 
jects will serve the good of all. By providing a channel 
of communication about the work being done on a 
regional and international level, the IJID will enhance 
the joint efforts and will be instrumental in accomplish- 
ing one of the major purposes of the ISID. 
TheJournal's Purpose 
Infectious diseases remain the causes of staggering mor- 
bidity and mortality throughout the world. The ISID is the 
only international organization dealing specifically with 
infectious diseases. Thus, its Journal has a unique mis- 
sion: to communicate and disseminate new and reviewed 
information on infectious diseases to researchers and 
clinicians throughout the world. More specifically, the 
Journal’s mission is to provide information relevant to the 
epidemiology, clinical evaluation, diagnosis, treatment, 
and control of infections, with special emphasis on those 
diseases most prevalent in less-developed countries. The 
IJID will seek to enhance its readers’ understanding of the 
cultural as well as the medical factors affecting infectious 
diseases in different parts of the world and to provide 
insight into traditional and regional methods of manag- 
ing infectious diseases. 
Audience, Focus, and Content 
The IJID has a ready audience in the Society’s member- 
ship. Beyond that, it will be of interest and value to aca- 
demic institutions with programs in international health, 
to organizations with international health/social welfare 
components, and to agencies involved in international 
development. As the cost of acquiring medical literature 
becomes more prohibitive to the individual researcher/ 
clinician, there is an increasing appeal to a journal that 
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The IJID will focus on articles of interest to its inter- 
national audience. It will serve as a forum for interna- 
tional infectious disease information that is now scattered 
throughout the literature and will promote an awareness 
of regional issues in infectious diseases, as reflected by 
regional meetings and conferences. 
Contributions to the IJID may include reports of orig- 
inal research (including international collaborative 
studies), review articles, editorials, case reports, and cor- 
respondence. Articles should reflect the changing nature 
of infectious disease prevention and control in response 
to changing international and regional conditions. Con- 
tributions that will be given a high priority include mod- 
els and studies of practical and costeffective interventions 
for the control and treatment of infectious diseases; epi- 
demiologic, laboratory, and clinical evaluations of infec- 
tious disease outbreaks resulting from natural or 
human-induced disasters; and laboratory and diagnostic 
methods that are applicable in facilities with minimal lab- 
oratory and clinical resources. 
An Editorial Board has been selected that includes 
individuals within the New York City area to allow fre- 
quent meetings and to ensure timely reviews and publi- 
cation. Our Editorial Advisory Board is composed of 
scientists from around the world and will greatly broaden 
our ability to reach contributors and readers from all 
regions of the globe. 
This statement was compiled by the Publications 
Committee of ISID and Norman Stein, our Executive 
Director. 
Publication of the first issue of the IJID is scheduled 
to coincide with the 7th International Congress in June 
1996. All inquiries about the Journal should be addressed 
to Donald Armstrong, MD, Editor-in-Chief, International 
The first issue will contain reviews, original papers, 
editorials, and selected features that we will continue on 
a regular basis. These include reports from medical stu- 
dents working in countries other than their own. The 
first is from Cornell University Medical College students 
working in Brazil. We welcome similar submissions from 
students from medical schools all over the world. Another 
feature is the inclusion of classic papers in infectious dis- 
eases, and it is fitting that we start with one of the most 
important preventive measures available to us-hand- 
washing. We would be interested in suggestions or sub- 
missions of similar papers. Another series of the Journal 
will be case reports from our New York-New Jersey Inter- 
city Infectious Disease Rounds. Selected cases of interest 
to an international audience will be presented. With inter- 
national travel so common, almost any case will be of 
interest to any of us wherever we practice. 
We welcome submissions of manuscripts or ideas for 
supplements, as well as letters to the editor. We look for- 
ward to informative papers and lively discussions. 
